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Unit/Lesson Title
● Number of lesson or day
within unit (if applicable)
Content Area(s) and Grade Level(s)
Unit Goal
Lesson Objective(s)

Florida Standards:

Assessment: (Pre and Post for units only)

Motivating Activity/Anticipatory
Set/Access Prior Knowledge:

Lesson Plan Title: All Together, You, Me, and Refugees
Book Title: The Day the War Came
Book Author: Nicola Davies
Book Illustrator: Candlewick Press
Social Studies, Language Arts/3-5
Family Relationships; Culture/Ethnicity; Homelessness; Immigrants and
Refugees
● Students will understand that there is war in the world whether they
experience it or not.
● Students will understand the meaning of the word “refugee”.
● Students will recognize words descriptive vocabulary words in the
book that are used to portray a theme.
● LAFS.4.RL.1.2-Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from
details in the text; summarize the text.
● LAFS.4.L.3.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases as found in grade level
appropriate texts, including those that signal precise actions,
emotions, or states of being
● Students will be asked how the book made them feel and what words
were used in the story to make them feel this way.
● Students will be asked to explain how they would feel if they were in
the position that the main character of the story is in.
● Students will be asked what the word “refugee” means.
● Students will be asked what they would do/how they would feel if
they were a refugee, as well as what they would do if they
encountered a refugee.
● This lesson will begin with a game of four corners, but the four
corners will be countries of the students’ choosing, i.e. Poland,
Mexico, France, Germany. The teacher will have their eyes closed and
announce a country, whoever is in that country now becomes a
“refugee” and must play a game of musical chairs which will be set up
in the middle of the room. There will be one less chair than number
of students. Students will walk around the chairs while music is
played, and when the music stops, everyone must sit down in a chair.
Whoever is left without a chair is out, and a chair is removed. The
game of musical chairs will be played until there is one person left.

Procedures:

Closure:

This person will go back to playing four corners and the game will
continue as such.
● After the game is finished, students will be asked how they felt when
the country that they were standing in was called. Maybe they were
scared, but also hopeful that they would be able to win at musical
chairs and continue playing the game. Students will then be asked
how they felt when they lost the game of musical chairs.
● Teacher will go over a few vocabulary words that students should
pay attention to while the teacher reads the book, The Day the War
Came by Nicola Davies. Vocabulary words include:
-spattering
-rubble
-ragged
-rattled
-possession
● The teacher will begin reading the book, emphasizing the vocabulary
words previously mentioned, and pointing at pictures in the book
that match the definition of the vocabulary words.
● After reading the book, the teacher will review the vocabulary words
(UDL Principle: 2.1 Clarify Vocabulary and symbols) stated at the
beginning of the lesson and then ask a few questions about the book.
(EL Strategy: Teach questioning for clarification)
-Teacher: What do you think this book was about?
Student: This book was about a girl who had to find another place to
go because a war came to her home and ruined it.
● Now, the teacher will tell everyone to work with a buddy next to
them (EL Strategy: Promote cooperation (small groups)) and come up
with a central theme to the story. (UDL principle: 3.2 Highlight
patterns, critical features, big ideas, and relationships.)
● The teacher will then ask each pair who raises their hand for the
theme they came up with, and come to an agreement as a class on
what the overall theme is. This theme will be written on the board in
a circle.
Theme: War
● The teacher will then ask students what the book said that made the
students determine this theme. Students will raise their hand and say
their answers.

(EL Strategy: Teach technical vocabulary supporting key concepts)
-spattering of hail and a voice of thunder
-turned my town into rubble
-war took everything, war took everyone
-I was ragged, bloody, all alone
● After coming up with a central theme together, the teacher will ask a
few more questions about the book:
-Teacher: How do you think the little girl felt when she had to leave
home?
Student: Sad.
Teacher: Yes, and how do you think she felt when she wasn’t allowed
at school because there weren’t enough chairs?
Student: Sad, left out, homesick, etc.
-Teacher: In real war, it is very common for people to have to leave
their homes to find a better place to stay. Do you know what these
people are called?
Students: …
Teacher: They are called refugees.
Student: What is a refugee?
Teacher: A refugee is a person who is forced to leave home to escape
war.
● Next, the students will get in groups of 2 to create a short, 3-4 lined
script and act out what they would do if they were a refugee/a
refugee came to their class. One person will play the classmate, and
one person will play the refugee. (UDL principle: 2.5 Illustrate
through multiple media)
Example:
Refugee: Hello, I came from America in search of a new life. Can I
color with you?
Classmate: Of course you can color with me. I like to draw dragons.
So, what was it like living in America?
Refugee: It was so fun, I used to play soccer there all the time.
Classmate: Hey, I play soccer here in France all the time!
● Students will wrap up the lesson by drawing and coloring a chair to
add to the #3000chairs collection, so that no refugee ever has to be
kicked out of a classroom because of the lack of chairs. At the bottom

of their drawing, they will write one sentence about what they
learned in today’s lesson.
Materials:

● Book: The Day the War Came by Nicola Davies

Note: Assessment and closure do not necessarily have to be separate activities, but they must
meet guidelines above

